Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon emphasised the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as the UN and global community's inspiration for how to recognise and respect indigenous peoples through actions and initiatives. He went on to stress the importance of indigenous peoples' traditional knowledge in helping to achieve the sustainable development goals and combat climate change, before concluding:
We have often seen many specialist, governmental and industrial policies in the name of economical development have been fighting against nature. Indigenous people have centuries of old wisdom of living in harmony with nature. We have to learn these wisdoms from them. I urge you to ensure that indigenous peoples, their rights and their cultural contributions remain central as we address these challenges.
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